18.04.2019
INCREASE IN TWYFORD’S PRECEPT

Householders may have noticed on receiving their annual Council Tax Bills that Twyford’s
village precept increased 10% this coming year, whereas most other increases, apart from
the Police and Crime Commissioner, were kept in low single digit figures. The precept is the
money the Parish Council receives from village householders via Winchester City Council to
enable it to conduct its business. Precept money covers about 75% of the Parish Council’s
annual income and is supplemented by whatever grants and donations the Council manages
to attract to assist the funding of work and projects to be undertaken during the course of the
year.

For some time now the Parish Council has found it increasingly difficult to attract
supplementary funding from the County and the City Councils as their budgets have been
stretched. This has meant the Parish Council has had to use more of its precept money to
do renovations or make improvements to village amenities and infrastructure. Consequently
decisions need to be made about what things it can undertake and what it needs to put off
until sufficient money is available. This is unsatisfactory and to arrest this process, the Parish
Council decided towards the end of last year to plan more methodically for capital
expenditure items and set about drawing up a 5 Year Plan listing a number of projects it
would like to do and set them in order of priority. The funding of these projects will have to
be met primarily out of precept money assisted by any grants that can be obtained. To meet
these costs, the establishment of a sinking fund is necessary which is best enabled through
increasing village contributions and ring fencing the additional income. Being a 5 Year Plan,
similar increases may occur for the next few years, but every endeavour will be made to
reduce the impact on village householders through seeking grants and donations from
various bodies to offset the costs of these projects.

To return to the increase in the precept, whilst 10% appears to be a significant rise, the
actual monetary increase lies within an additional £10 - £20 per annum per property
depending on its band rating. However the collective result is a further £9000 to put to good
use for the benefit of village.

The following are the projects that the Parish Council has included in their 5 Year Plan.
Suggestions have come from members of Parish Council and the public. Further
suggestions from village residents are always welcome.

The 5 year Plan priorities were identified as:
• Flood mitigation
• Village car park extension
• Parish hall extension and refurb
• Traffic management in village centre

• Finches Lane / Norris Bridge / Shawford Road traffic man / redesign
• Complete Water Meadows and Lock project
• Hunter Park pavilion refurbishment
• Basketball court resurfaced
• Northfields play equipment & tidy up
• Hunter Park children’s play equipment
• Hunter Park storage containers tidy up
• Lighting and security at Hunter Park pavilion
• Create community orchard
• Create super map of village

