TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL
6th January 2022
Dear Councillor,
I hereby summon you to attend a meeting of the Recreation Committee, on Thursday 13th January 2022 at
8.30pm. This meeting will be held at The Pavilion, Hunter Park, Park Lane, Twyford, SO21 1QS.
Yours sincerely,

Jamie Matthews
Clerk to the Council
Meeting of the Recreation Committee
13th January 2022

AGENDA
Members of the public and press are invited to attend except for the specific items marked confidential on the
agenda. The press and public may not speak when the Council is in session, but they can make points or
ask questions in the allocated time during the questions from members of the public item on the agenda.
Please contact the Clerk to the Council before 12 noon on the day of the meeting if you wish to register to
speak.
1

Chairman’s Announcements

2

To receive and approve apologies for absence.

3

To consider the granting of a dispensation under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011
to enable members to participate in and vote on an item of business on the agenda
where they would otherwise have a disclosable pecuniary interest and to confirm how
long this dispensation may have effect.

4

To receive and record Declarations of Interest. Councillors are reminded of their
responsibility to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest which they may have in an
item of business on the agenda no later than when the item is reached. Unless
dispensation has been granted, members may not participate in any discussion, of or
vote on, or discharge any function related to any matter in which they have a pecuniary
interest as defined by regulations made by the Secretary of State under the Localism
Act 2011. Councillors must withdraw from the room when the meeting discusses and
votes on the matter.

5

To approve as a correct record and authorise the signing of the minutes of the meeting
of the Recreation Committee held on 11th November 2021.

6

Public Representation – Councillors to receive representation, including on agenda
items, from members of the public provided they have given de notice of their intention
to the Clerk no later than 12 noon of the day of the meeting. The maximum time limit
allowed per person is 3 minutes and the maximum time designated for this agenda item
is 15 minutes. Questions shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate
on the question. The Chair of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be
given.

7

To receive the Assistant Clerk’s report

8

To receive the Maintenance list

9

To receive the annual Play Area Inspector’s Report

10

To consider the use of Hunter Park by professional dog walkers

11

To receive a report on allotment management matters.

12

To receive and consider changes to the Cultivation Standards document and Tenancy
Agreement.

13

To receive and consider the proposal from the Allotment Users meeting, held in
October 2021, to introduce a maintenance levy.

14

To receive an update on tree and hedge planting at Hunter Park.

15

To receive the correspondence on fireworks in the village and consider a policy for
firework events at Hunter Park.

16

To consider the location for the two new benches at Hunter Park.

17

To consider items for inclusion at future meetings.

ITEM 7

Twyford Parish Council

Assistant Clerk’s Report
Councillors are reminded that the items within this report are provided for information only and not available for debate. If
it is considered that an item listed within the report should be debated fully by members, then it will be placed on the next
appropriate committee or council agenda. Any member wanting clarification or further information on any aspect of items
within the report please contact either of us in advance of the meeting.

General updates
1) The report from the Annual Play Area Inspection has been received and is reported elsewhere on
the Agenda.
2) Regular visual play area inspections are carried out by Asst Clerk, also by Greensmiles. Going
forward, Asst Clerk has asked Greensmiles to share copies of their inspection for the Council’s
records.
3) Pavilion:
• During November there was a clash with bookings; a private hirer had booked the football
pitch and pavilion for a party to find that an unauthorised football match was already in play.
The matter was dealt by the Asst. Clerk.
• Asst Clerk and Cllr Pullen were called out at a weekend due to the key safe not working
properly. It is possible that an unauthorised user had tried gaining access resulting in the key
safe buttons becoming stuck as an unknown group had been seen leaving the pavilion a day
earlier.
• As a result of both incidents, the Asst Clerk will change the code to the key safe more
regularly to prevent unauthorised entry and Cllr Pullen now has a spare key for the Pavilion
in case a similar problem arises.
4) Hunter Park play area:
• Greensmiles are checking the basketball surface and carrying out regular spraying of
weeds.
5) Allotments:
• An allotment inspection was carried out by Asst Clerk and Cllr J Pain on 3rd December 2021.
Asst Clerk sent emails to tenants of two plots which require tending.
• Further update on Allotments is reported elsewhere on the Agenda.
6) Hunter Park:
• Four new benches are on order and expected to be delivered towards the end of March; 2
are replacement benches and 2 are additional benches. Location of new benches to be
considered elsewhere on the Agenda.
• The tree on the Park Lane roadside hedge has been reported to SSE to have branches
pruned. SSE attended but visited the wrong location and therefore need to reschedule the
visit.
Sue Merritt, Assistant Clerk &
Jamie Matthews, Parish Clerk
6th January 2022

ITEM 11

Twyford Parish Council

ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT MATTERS
Plots 9 and 25 are currently vacant. Plot 25 will be split creating two plots numbered 25a and 25b,
plot 9 will remain the same size.
Communications between Assistant Clerk and 3 residents on the waiting list have taken place and
the plots have been assigned, each indicated that they wished to commence the tenancy with
effect from 1st March 2022 after the plots have been cleared and rotovated. An invoice was issued
to the new tenants for one year’s deposit which will be held until the end of the tenancy agreement.
Quotations have been sought for rotovation and clearance of the two plots. The details of the
agreed contractor will be passed to other tenants should they wish make contact to arrange
rotovation at their cost.
A medium sized skip has been hired for a period of one week from 28th January 2022, tenants
have been informed so they can make full use of it.
Waiting List
11 residents remain on the waiting list. The Assistant Clerk will write to the residents in February
to confirm whether they wish to remain on the list and to ascertain the size of plot required.

ITEM 13

Twyford Parish Council

ALLOTMENTS - INTRODUCTION OF MAINTENANCE LEVY
During the Allotment Users’ meeting held on 13th October 2021, it was proposed to seek the approval of the
Recreation Committee to introduce a levy to contribute to maintenance of the communal areas around the
bonfire.
The suggested amount was between £5 - £10 per plot.
To consider:
•
•
•

There are currently 30 plots, therefore a £10 charge per plot would provide £300 for general
maintenance work of communal areas.
The scope of work to be decided at the next Allotment Users’ meeting in March (date to be
arranged).
Parish Council to arrange payment of work.

ITEM 16

Twyford Parish Council

NEW BENCH LOCATION
Four new benches have been ordered for Hunter Park; two are replacements for benches located
in front of the Pavilion plus two additional benches. Delivery of benches expected towards the end
of March 2022. Location of the two additional benches to be considered.

