
 

 

TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

30th May 2023 

Dear Councillor, 

 

I hereby summon you to attend a meeting of the Recreation Committee, on Thursday, 8th June 2023 at 

6.45pm.  This meeting will be held at The Gilbert Room, Twyford Parish Hall. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jamie Matthews 

Clerk to the Council 

Meeting of the Recreation Committee 

8th June 2023 

AGENDA 
Members of the public and press are invited to attend except for the specific items marked confidential on the 

agenda.   The press and public may not speak when the Council is in session, but they can make points or 

ask questions in the allocated time during the questions from members of the public item on the agenda. 

Please contact the Clerk to the Council before 12 noon on the day of the meeting if you wish to register to 

speak.  

1 Chairman’s Announcements  
 

2 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 
 

3 To consider the granting of a dispensation under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011 to 
enable members to participate in and vote on an item of business on the agenda where they 
would otherwise have a disclosable pecuniary interest and to confirm how long this 
dispensation may have effect. 
 

4 To receive and record Declarations of Interest. Councillors are reminded of their responsibility 
to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest which they may have in an item of business on 
the agenda no later than when the item is reached. Unless dispensation has been granted, 
members may not participate in any discussion, of or vote on, or discharge any function related 
to any matter in which they have a pecuniary interest as defined by regulations made by the 
Secretary of State under the Localism Act 2011. Councillors must withdraw from the room 
when the meeting discusses and votes on the matter. 
 

5 To approve as a correct record and authorise the signing of the minutes of the meeting of the 
Recreation Committee held on 2nd March 2023. 
 

6 Public Representation – Councillors to receive representation, including on agenda items, 
from members of the public provided they have given de notice of their intention to the Clerk no 
later than 12 noon of the day of the meeting. The maximum time limit allowed per person is 3 
minutes and the maximum time designated for this agenda item is 15 minutes. Questions shall 
not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The Chair of the 
meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given. 
 

7 To receive the Assistant Clerk’s report 
 

8 To receive and consider a report on the cricket training nets at Hunter Park 
 

9 To receive the Maintenance list together with an update of completed jobs since the last 
meeting of the Recreation Committee. 



 

 

10 To receive and consider a report on the Legionella Assessment carried out at the Pavilion in 
February 2023 and the recommendations contained therein 
 

11 To receive the annual play inspection report for Hunter Park and Northfields 
 

12 To receive and consider a report on options for the finger maze approved by full council for 
Hunter Park, and to consider the location for the new sensory play equipment 
 

13 To receive and consider a request for a Rowan tree at Hunter Park in memorial to a late 
resident of Twyford 
 

14 To consider the provision of disabled parking space(s) at Hunter Park 
 

15 To receive the minutes of a meeting held with Allotment Tenants on 19th April.  
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TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 
8th June 2023 

 

 

Assistant Clerk’s Report 

Councillors are reminded that the items within this report are provided for information only and not available for debate. If 

it is considered that an item listed within the report should be debated fully by members, then it will be placed on the next 

appropriate committee or council agenda. Any member wanting clarification or further information on any aspect of items 

within the report please contact either of us in advance of the meeting. 

General updates 

1) Allotments: 

• Thefts of terracotta chimneys were reported by tenants, Assistant Clerk reported to police though no 

action taken due to lack of evidence. 

• Bimonthly inspections have commenced, most plots found to be tidy and cultivated. 

• A meeting of Allotment Tenants was held on 19th April, reported elsewhere on the agenda.  

• There has been a change of two tenancies, 12 residents remain on the waiting list. 

• One joint tenancy changed one tenant, accommodating a resident who requested to be added to the 

waiting list in 2020 but was missing from the list.  The reasons are unknown as it was before the 

current officers of the council were in place. 

• The water butt taps have been replaced by a plumber, one had burst the other was dripping. 

• A skip had to be arranged due to fly tipping alongside one plot.  Assistant Clerk circulated an email to 

tenants requesting not to dispose of unwanted items in this way. 

 

2) Hunter Park: 

• The memorial plaque for the late Cllr Ian Wheeler was installed, however, was soon found to be 

pushed over and later went missing.  The plaque was found 2 weeks later in amongst the surrounding 

trees and is now in storage until re-installation in due course. 

• Twyford Village games are due to take place 2nd July, offering games on the football pitch and food 

vans.  Greensmile will arrange for running lines to be marked out. 

• A portaloo is in place alongside the Pavilion and screening has been installed by the Caretaker.  It 

appears to be well received by residents and will be present until the end of October. 

• The cricket season got off to a slow start due to the wet weather conditions. 

• Maintenance has begun on the football pitch. 

• Reports with photographs have been received of 9 incidents of dog fouling in the park, also dog poo 

bags left in park. 

• A resident reported that her dog was attacked by two Pointers resulting in puncture wounds and a vet 

consultation.  The incident was reported by the resident to the Police and the Dog Warden. 

3) Northfields 

• Both football goalmouths have now been levelled and re-seeded. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Nias, Assistant Clerk & 
Jamie Matthews, Parish Clerk  
24th May 2023  

  



 

 

  

Item 8 

Twyford Parish Council 
 

Recreation Committee Meeting – 8th June 2023 

Purpose 

To provide the Recreation Committee with an update on the feasibility to replace the cricket training nets at Hunter 

Park in the location previously identified.  The Committee is asked to consider the design options and agree the next 

steps.  

Recommendation 

That the Committee agrees to progress to a detailed design of the facility to enable a public consultation to be 

undertaken.  

Executive Summary 

The report provides an update on the progress of assessing the viability of installing new cricket nets into the location 

previous identified by the Recreation Committee.  The report confirms that planning permission is required for the 

installation of a new cricket net training facility and provides an update on the availability of funding for the work and 

number of options for the design of a facility. Although no formal public consultation has taken place, some views 

from members of the public and users of the cricket and tennis facilities have been submitted to the Council.  

Background  

Since it’s creation in 1963, Hunter Park, or Hunter’s Sports Field as the site was then known, the sports of cricket 

and football have formed a core part of the park, with later additions of children’s play areas and a golf pitch and putt 

area. The tennis courts replaced the old pitch and putt area in 1991. 

All the sports facilities at Hunter Park are owned by the Parish Council. The Council manages, with contractors, the 

maintenance of football pitches and cricket facilities. These facilities are available to hire to clubs, organisations, and 

individuals. The published charges are available on the Parish Council’s website at http://twyfordhants.org.uk/our-

village/hunter-park/. The tennis courts are managed and maintained by the Hunter Park Tennis Court Association 

(HPTCA) who charge their members, and the public, fees to use the facility. There is no charge made by the Council 

to the HPTCA except for a peppercorn fee of £100 per annum towards general maintenance of the park.  

Cricket Training Nets 

In October 2022 the Recreation Committee agreed to take forward plans to provide replacement cricket nets at 

Hunter Park as the existing facilities, which were installed in approximately 2004 near the end of their useful life. The 

existing training nets are owned by the Parish Council and  available to hire and are also available for informal use by 

members of the public.  

To install a new facility which meets the design guidance of the English Cricket Board and offers a safe facility to 

operate, the proposal is to orientate the new nets on a north/south alignment which avoids the setting sun affecting 

the users of the facility. This cannot be done within the footprint of the existing training facility and so the Recreation 

Committee agreed to investigate a design for the new training nets to be located into an area which is in between the 

existing tennis courts and the cricket outfield. This location was included in the Hunter Park masterplan which was 

formally approved by Council in July 2022. At its October 2022 meeting the Recreation Committee agreed to take 

forward the work based on this location. One other alternative location had briefly been considered in the southern 

part of the park, but required extensive earthworks and so was discounted at that stage due to the additional cost 

that would be required. The committee may wish to revisit this option for more detailed assessment.  

http://twyfordhants.org.uk/our-village/hunter-park/
http://twyfordhants.org.uk/our-village/hunter-park/


 

 

Planning Permission 

A Pre-Application was submitted to the South Downs National Park Authority in late February 2023. A Planning 

Officer attended the site on 20th March and advice was provided back to the Parish Council on 13th April 2023. The 

dimensions provided in the Pre-Application were for a dual lane facility 24.1metres long, with the netted section 

occupying 18.3metres of the length, 7.32m wide and 4m in height.   

The principle of the erection of the replacement cricket nets is likely to be supported but would require a full 

planning application to be submitted. The work is unlikely to fall under Permitted Development as the cubic capacity 

of the proposed nets exceeds the limits stated. This would even be the case of a single lane facility.  

Public Feedback 

There has not yet been a formal public consultation on these proposals since detailed scaled up drawings have not 

been produced. Therefore, a consultation, with specific designs, could not have been achieved. However, the HPTCA 

were invited to comment on the proposals in April 2022, prior to the masterplan being approved by the Council in 

July 2022. The HPTCA were also invited to attend the meeting of Recreation Committee to address the committee 

in order to explain their concerns of the proposed relocation of the cricket nets. The Twyford Cricket Club have 

expressed support for the proposed location.    

However, since the Council published the Hunter Park masterplan on its website, and displayed boards in Hunter 

Park, several members of the public have provided their comments to the Council.  The Council has encouraged the 

community to provide their feedback on the masterplan work by publishing further information on its website and 

communicating with the community through the TIS email updates. 

The Council received 20 comments from members of the public relating to the masterplan and specifically the 

proposed relocation of the nets. These have been summarised: 

• Distraction to users of tennis courts; too close to the courts. 

• Obstructs access to tennis courts. 

• Tennis club not aware of proposals. 

• Inappropriate use of money.  

• Council has not communicated the proposals. 

• Unsafe to users of the tennis courts and other members of the public with ‘cross-fire’ of cricket balls 

• Have other locations been considered. 

• Spoils aesthetics / openness of the park. 

• The setting sun is only a short-term nuisance. 

• The existing cricket nets are hardly used. The majority of users of the park do not use the nets. 

• The nets are a valuable facility and very much in need of replacement.  

• Tennis balls sometimes stray from the court and could impact on users of the cricket nets. 

• Affects the views from houses adjoining the park. 

• Safe siting of the cricket nets, enabling safe cricket practice, is more important than views (aesthetics). 

Financial Implications 

In October 2022 a report to the Recreation Committee identified that the approximate cost of installation of new 

nets is between £23k to £30k, depending on the type of options selected. The report also confirmed that the Parish 

Council are not eligible for direct ECB grant funding.  Since that time an updated quotation, to allow for budgetary 

considerations, has been provided, with several options in the range of £14.4k to £31.5k.  

The Twyford Cricket Club has agreed to contribute £5,000 towards the work and the Parish Council has approved 

£10,000 in the 2023/24 budget. 

Two grants which the Parish Council applied in early 2023 for a total of £9k were unsuccessful. In general grant 

schemes are currently less prioritised for provision of sports facilities with their focus being on supporting other 

initiatives. However, with the recent reopening of the Winchester District and Hampshire County councils’ small 

grants schemes it is possible that these may award a total of around £2k if a grant is successful.  



 

 

Design Options 

The installation of a dual lane training facility would require an area of 24.1 metres in length and 7.32metres in width. 

This includes the bowling lane. The caged/netted area is 18.3 metres long. A single lane training facility would be 3.7 

metres wide. Both options have a height of 4.0 metres. A dual lane facility could be installed with between 10 and 15 

metres distant from it and the tennis courts and a single lane facility between 14 and 19 metres distant from it and the 

tennis courts. By comparison, the existing cricket nets are located 25 metres from the tennis courts, although a tree 

provides some screening between the two facilities.  

A new build single lane facility would have an estimated cost of £14.4k and a dual lane facility £23.4k. Additional 

options, for example joining the surface of the bowling and batting ends together with artificial surfacing, which may 

simplify maintenance, would increase the cost for a single lane facility to between £18.2k and £19.2k and for a dual 

lane facility to between £29.9k and £31.5k 

By comparison the cost of refurbishment of the existing dual lane facility would be approximately £19.7k, however 

this work would not come with a guarantee for the subbase.  

Consultation 

No formal public consultation has taken place as detailed designs have not yet been produced.  

Communication 

Information and updates on the proposals will be published on the Council’s website and through the Twyford 

Information System (TIS) email distribution list.  

Equality Act implications 

None identified. 

Health & Safety implications 

The Council has a general duty under the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 towards employees and members of the 

public. In this instance the re-orientation of the cricket nets to a design as recommended in the English Cricket Board 

(ECB) Code of Practice and Technical Requirements demonstrates a pragmatic starting approach to the installation of 

replacement equipment which is in accordance with the advice of the professional subject matter experts.  

The location of the proposed new cricket nets must consider all users of the park and employees of the Council.  

Crime & Disorder implications 

None identified. 

Appendices 

• Annex 1 – Photographs 

• Annex 2 – Pre Application Planning Advice 

• Annex 3 – Alternative options 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex 1 

Photographs 

Existing Nets 

 

Figure 1 - Existing nets east facing. 

 

Figure 2 - Existing nets west facing. 



 

 

 

 

Figure 3 - Existing nets, wider setting, west facing. 

 

Figure 4 - Park setting showing existing tennis courts and cricket training nets. 



 

 

 

 

Figure 5 - Area between tennis courts and outfield, proposed location for new cricket nets. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex 2 – Pre Application Advice. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex 3 – Alternative Options 

 
Locations 

The map from report to Recreation Committee in October 2022, indicates two locations, in red, which could 

accommodate a suitably orientated 2 lane training facility. The location to the south requires significant groundworks 

to provide a level surface and thus additional cost of the total project and was discounted at that time. 

 

Facilities 

The blue line on the map indicates where an artificial non turf pitch could be installed on the edge of the existing 

square. A mobile cage can be moved on and off the area when training is required. Budgetary costs are approximately 

£8.5k for creating the artificial non turf pitch and approximately £2.2k for the cage. 

An example of such a facility is shown below: 
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Maintenance List 

Outstanding work: 

Completed work: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Nias, Assistant Clerk 

25th May 2023 
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Legionella Assessment 

An assessment was carried out in February 2023 to assess the risk of exposure to legionella bacteria in the 

water systems at the Pavilion, Hunter Park.  Assessments are required every 2 years. 

The full report is attached which contains recommendations for improvements to reduce the risk of 

legionella, also recommendations to protect against scalding to children.  Members are asked to consider 

implementing the recommendations and a quote has been received with costings below. 

Job 1 – Home changing room toilet - remove tap and dead leg. 15mm chrome couplers & tap 

blank required. 

OR Replace tap (they come as a pair so would have one spare tap) 

£70 
 
 
(£90) 

Job 2 - men's toilets - supply and fit thermostatic mixing valve to supply 3 taps.  Replace/clean 

pipe if necessary 

£220 

Job 3 – Disabled toilet – supply and fit thermostatic mixing valve under basin 
 
OR Replace tap for thermostatic mixer tap 

£175 
 
(£225) 

Job 4 - women's toilet – supply and fit thermostatic mixing valve under basin  £175 

Job 5 - referee room 1 – supply and fit thermostatic mixing valve in cupboard behind basin 

and lag 

£185 

Job 6 - referee room 2 – supply and fit thermostatic mixing valve in cupboard behind basin 

and lag  

£185 

Job 7 - kitchen - turn expansion vessel round so it's not upside down, supply and fit anti 

legionella valve on expansion vessel  

£220 

Job 8 - outside taps - replace single check valve for double check valve  
 

£70 

Job 9 - fit single check valve on disabled toilets, men's toilets, and referee rooms  
 

£135 

Job 10 - stop cock - fit double check valve on incoming main 28mm (may need pipework 
alteration and lagging)  
 

£250 

TOTAL £1,685 
OR 
£1,755 

In addition, it is also advised that a sample of water is tested to check for legionella bacteria at a cost of 

approximately £45. 

Sue Nias 

Assistant Clerk 

25th May 2023 
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Annual Play Inspection Report for Hunter Park and Northfields 
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Sensory equipment at Hunter Park  
 
Finger Maze and Rainbow Chimes - Location 
At the last meeting of the Recreation Committee it was resolved to recommend to full council the purchase 
of a finger maze (£635+VAT) and rainbow chimes (£1,375 + VAT) for the play area at Hunter Park.  Full 
Council approved these purchases at its meeting on 30th March 2023.   
 
Members are asked firstly to consider the location of both pieces of equipment which would be installed by 
the Caretaker on posts concreted into the ground. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Finger Maze 
There are several options of finger maze, members are asked to select the option of preference: 
 
Beehive       Heathland 

 
 

Wildlife:      Ocean 

 
 

Woodland      Harvest 

 
Tree 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sue Nias, Assistant Clerk 
25th May 2023 
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Tree Request – Hunter Park 

 

Members are asked to consider a request received from resident to plant a Rowan tree at Hunter 

Park in memory of her late husband, David Eaton.  He walked the park daily with his dog and was a 

great bird twitcher; the Rowan tree provides food for birds in the winter months. 

 

 

 

Sue Nias 
Assistant Clerk 
4th May 2023 
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