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RECREATION 
TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Held on Thursday 2nd March 2023 at 8.00pm 

at The Gilbert Room, Twyford Parish Hall 

 

Councillors present In attendance 

Cllr. S. Pullen (in the Chair) Clerk 

Cllr. J. Pain Assistant Clerk 

Cllr. R. Sellars 2 members of public 

Cllr. S. Cook  

Cllr. C. Hill  

Cllr. A. Forder-Stent  

 

 

Item Business Transacted 

R31/22 
Apologies for Absence 

Apologies received from Cllr C Mitchell and Cllr T Bronk 

R32/22 
Dispensations under Section 33 of Localism Act 2011 

No dispensation requests were received. 

R33/22 
Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of personal interest received. 

R34/22 
Approval of Minutes 

It was Resolved that minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee held on the 20th 

October 2022 be approved.  Proposed by Cllr Pullen, seconded by Cllr Pain. 

 

R35/22 
It was Resolved to change the order of business, bringing forward item 7. 

R36/22 
Assistant Clerk’s Report 

The report was received and is attached in the appendices. Members asked for 
clarification of a number of items in the report. 

The Clerk suggested that members may benefit from a site visit to both parks as a formal 
part of a future committee meeting so that all members were familiar with the salient 
features of each park. 

Cllr. Cook said she had been disappointed by the tone of an email she had received when 
she had carried out work at Hunter Park, and it felt like a school child being told off.  In 
response, the Clerk reminded the committee that decisions cannot be made by individual 
councillors, and that the purpose of the email had been to offer advice to the Council on 
the legal procedure of making and implementing decisions.  

Cllr. Forder-Stent asked whether it would be possible for members of the committee to 
carry very small maintenance tasks. The Clerk advised that the best course of action 
would be for the committee to consider creating a policy in respect of this subject so that a 
protocol would then be in place for all members to follow.  
 

R37/22 
Public Representation 

A representative of the Hunter Park Tennis Association addressed the committee with 
concerns regarding the proposed position of the new cricket nets which included: 

• Safe distance between tennis court and proposed cricket nets 

• Safety to spectators of tennis; parents and children 

• The nets would pose a distraction with the two facilities close together. 
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• Would prevent the tennis club from expanding to 3 courts should they ever wish 
to do so. 

• May affect the viability of the club. 

The Chair conveyed his thanks to the representation. 
 

R38/22 
It was Resolved to change the order of business, bringing forward item 14. 
 

R39/22 
Cricket Training Nets 

A report was received.  The Clerk highlighted that Twyford Cricket Club had agreed to 
contribute £5,000 towards the new nets.  Grants from HCC and WCC were unsuccessful 
this year but would be reapplied for in the next financial year.  Two other grant applications 
had been submitted to the National Lottery Small Grants scheme and IGas Community 
Fund; a response from both should be received in approximately 12 weeks.  A pre-
application has been submitted to the SDNPA to seek whether planning permission might 
be required. 

Cllr. Cook asked for details of the Pre Application and offered to speak with officers at 
WCC as to its progress. The Clerk thanked Cllr. Cook but declined the offer of liaison as 
the application had only very recently been submitted.  

Quotes had been requested from two contractors to carry out maintenance top the existing 
nets, one quote had been received by Shoreland Network Solutions providing a cost of 
£290.  Further quote from Greensmiles yet to be received. 

A representative of Twyford Cricket Club addressed the committee suggesting that the 
Club would maintain the nets if the council would waive the fee for net hire. 

Members debated this and it was Resolved that the Parish Council are responsible for 
maintaining the nets and would arrange for the maintenance to be carried out. 

 

R40/22 
Maintenance list 

A report was received containing outstanding and completed jobs since the last meeting.  
It was Resolved for the Assistant Clerk to add two items to the list: 

• To reinstall/replace as necessary the support posts round the newly planted trees 
at Hunter Park. 

• To install parking signage on the knee rail fencing 
 

R41/22 
Legionella Assessment 

The Assistant Clerk reported that the legionella assessment had been carried out in 
February, however, the report had not yet been received, so would be received at the next 
meeting.  Items of work identified at the assessment were: 

• To comply with both legionella policy and health and safety due to younger users 
of the Pavilion, either thermostatic mixing valves for each basin would need to be 
fitted, or thermostatic mixing taps.  Once the report is received, Assistant Clerk 
would investigate costings of both options and bring to next meeting. 

• There are two water outlets that are not working, to comply with legionella policy 
they need to be removed. 
 

R42/22 
Legionella Policy 

The policy was received. 

The Assistant Clerk advised that although there were no changes to the policy, it had to be 
reviewed annually.  Members were advised that two of the things that the council had to 
carry out were weekly flushing of all water outlets, and monthly temperature checks 
carried out and recorded.  The Caretaker is responsible for temperature checking and the 
cleaner carries out the weekly flush as part of her duties. 

It was Resolved to approve the Legionella Policy. 
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R43/22 
Provision of drinking water fountain 

A report was received. 

Members were asked to reconsider the provision of a water fountain for users of Hunter 
Park.  It was debated at length, with consideration to hygiene factors.   

It was Resolved not to proceed with the installation of a drinking fountain at the pavilion.  

R44/22 
Sensory Equipment at Hunter Park 

A report was received. 

Members debated the various options of quotes that had been received.   

It was Resolved to recommend to full council the purchase of the finger maze from 
Contractor A at £635+VAT and the Rainbow Chimes from Contractor B at £1,375+VAT.  
These would be installed by the Caretaker.  Location to be determined if approval is met. 
 

R45/22 
Hunter Park Masterplan 

The progress report was received. 

The Chair went through items listed within the masterplan and said that good progress 
had been made.  Considerations on the next steps for priority and secondary works could 
be made at the next meeting’s walkaround. 
 

R46/22 
Minutes of meeting with Allotment Tenants 

The minutes of a meeting of Allotment Tenants held on 16th November 2022 were 
received.  The was a discussion at that meeting surrounding waiting lists, and one tenant 
requested that the council consider a second waiting list for existing tenants to move to a 
larger plot should one become available.  Members debated the feasibility of holding a 
second waiting list, together with the logistics of a tenant moving plots.   

It was Resolved not to proceed with setting up a waiting list for existing tenants to move 
to a larger plot.   
 

R47/22 
Allotment Gardens Guidance Document 

The Clerk advised that after the guidance document had been in place for a year, it was 
evident that two areas required review.  Members were asked to consider the changes 
made to points 6 regarding new tenants and 7, communications with tenants.  

It was Resolved to approve the changes made.  Assistant Clerk to circulate the updated 
Allotment Gardens Guidance Document to tenants when the invoices are issued. 
 

R48/22 
Due to the confidential nature of the next items of business, It was Resolved to ask the 
public to leave the meeting. 

R49/22 
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 

A report was use of the car park at Hunter Park was received and considered.    

It was Resolved that the policy of locking the car park gate at Hunter Park at night until 
9am in the morning would be introduced, a sign erected on the entrance gate and a rota 
produced for members to participate in the locking and unlocking of the gate. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 10.15pm. 
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 ITEM 7 
 

TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 
2ND MARCH 2023 

 
 

Assistant Clerk’s Report 

Councillors are reminded that the items within this report are provided for information only and not available for 

debate. If it is considered that an item listed within the report should be debated fully by members, then it will be 

placed on the next appropriate committee or council agenda. Any member wanting clarification or further 

information on any aspect of items within the report please contact either of us in advance of the meeting. 

General updates 

1) Allotments: 

• A meeting of Allotment Tenants was held on 16th November 2022, reported elsewhere on the 

agenda.  

• Following inspection, letters were sent to two tenants at the end of November.  Notice to 

Terminate issued to one tenant. 

• Next meeting of tenants due to take place in the Spring, date to be arranged. 

• There are currently 13 residents on the waiting list, the longest waiting since January 2021. 

• A tap burst on one of the water butts which is being replaced by a plumber. 

 

2) Hunter Park: 

• There were some incidents of dog waste bags being removed from the newly installed 

dispenser and set on fire.  The Clerk logged the incidents with 101.  The situation will continue 

to be monitored.   

• Twyford St Mary’s PTA held a successful firework event on 30th October at Hunter Park. 

• The new knee rail fencing was installed at the beginning of December. The original supplier 

chosen for the project had ceased trading, therefore another contractor, JB Corrie Ltd, who 

submitted a quote carried out the work.  Rubber matting has been installed in the gaps as the 

areas were getting muddy.  It is planned to take them up during the summer and re-seed the 

areas. 

• JG7 have continued holding their holiday club during school holidays, using both the Pavilion 

and outside space. 

• The footpaths works recommended at minute R30/22 took place at the end of January 2023.  

Positive feedback from residents has been received.  Some snagging issues were reported to 

the contractors and resolved by the end of February, including an additional rail on the 

southern bank by the football pitch. 

• The footpath contractors kindly agreed to spread the hoggin pile on the footpath through the 

woods, and Officers will enlist the assistance of the Caretaker and volunteers to complete this 

work. 

• The new dog signage which include contact details of the dog warden have been displayed on 

the Pavilion and at the allotments. 

• The Hunter Park masterplan has been displayed on the Pavilion, in the noticeboard, at the 

allotment entrance and on the website. 

• The portaloo has been ordered and scheduled to be installed 29th March 2023.  Arrangements 

have been made with the Caretaker to install screening. 

• The memorial plaque for the late Cllr Ian Wheeler has been ordered, however it has gone 

missing in transit; Asst Clerk liaising with supplier. 

• Replacement beech whips have been ordered and Cllr Pullen is in the process of planting. 

 

3) Hunter Park Pavilion: 

• A football club left a shower running in the Pavilion resulting in the corridors being flooded.  The 

£50 deposit was withheld to cover metered water for 2.5 days and additional cleaning costs. 

• A one-off deep clean of the Pavilion floors was carried out in November. 

• The Caretaker reported a post on the front of the Pavilion was rotten.  A local builder was 

contacted and replaced the post in February at a cost of £620.  The post is yet to be painted. 
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• As agreed at the October 2022 meeting of the Recreation Committee, the Clerk has 

investigated the provision of a basic CCTV system and will be installed in the Spring. 

• An updated combination door lock will be installed in the Spring. 

 

 

4) Northfields: 

• The goalmouths at Northfields have been levelled and reseeded by Greensmiles.   

 

5) Play areas: 

• The new inclusive swing seat at Hunter Park was installed by the Caretaker early December.  

He reported that he left with a queue of children waiting to try it out.  The swing appears to 

have been a success.  It has been noted that the swing harness has been left on the open 

position on many occasions. 

• New signage to keep the sand in the sand pit will be installed in the Spring. 

• The replacement wet pour surface for the junior swing at Hunter Park is scheduled to take 

place on 9th March. 

 

 

 
Sue Nias, Assistant Clerk & 
Jamie Matthews, Parish Clerk  
22nd February 2023  
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Item 14 

Twyford Parish Council 
 

 

Recreation Committee Meeting – 2nd March 2023 

 

Cricket Training Nets at Hunter Park 

 

Following the decision by the committee in October to take forward plans to provide replacement cricket 

training nets at Hunter Park, work on identifying funding for the work has taken place. The report at 

October’s meeting identified that the approximate cost of installation of new nets is between £23k to £30, 

depending on the type of options selected. The report also confirmed that TPC are not eligible for direct ECB 

funding, 

 

I am pleased to the report that the Cricket Club has agreed to contribute £5,000 towards the work and the 

Parish Council has approved £10,000 in the 2023/24 in the budget towards the work. Smaller grants from 

HCC and WCC has not been successful in this financial year, but can be revisited from April onwards. I am 

awaiting to hear the outcomes two other grant applications which total £9,000 from the National Lottery 

Small Grants scheme and IGas Community Fund. 

 

Although I anticipate the works in the proposed new location being permitted under Local Authority 

permitted development, I have submitted pre application advice from the SDNPA in order to confirm this.  

I will shortly revisit the quotations previously provided by potential suppliers some years ago and ask them to 

revalidate the work. 

 

In terms of the existing net facility, some routine maintenance work is required to ensure they remain in a 

usable condition and approval is sought from members to add this work to the existing maintenance schedule 

of one of the grounds maintenance contractors.  

 

 

J. P. Matthews 

Parish Clerk 

23rd February 2023 
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 ITEM 8 
 

TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 
2ND MARCH 2023 

 
Maintenance List 

Maintenance work completed since last meeting held on 20th October 2022 

Gutters have been cleaned out  

Emergency PAT testing completed  

Emergency light testing completed and two lights replaced  

Toilet seats repaired in ladies and disabled loos  

Deep clean of floors completed  

Jubilee memorial plaque installed by new trees at Hunter Park  

1 x dog poo sack dispenser installed on Pavilion wall  

Re-seal windows of telephone kiosk at Post Office, sand door to fit  

Install new inclusive swing seat Pavilion  

Community room ceiling touched up with paint  

Park Lane no parking sign installed  

New replacement soap dispenser in gents toilets installed  

Front door handle cover reaffixed 

Outside floodlights removed  

Rotten post on Pavilion replaced by builder  

Outside push button tap replaced and the taps swapped round to prevent dripping in between the gap between the slabs  

Tap in gents toilets replaced 

New dog signage installed to Pavilion and allotments  

Hunter Park Masterplan signage installed at Park Lane entrance to allotment and to Pavilion New key safe installed to front 

of Pavilion New tap installed in Gents toilets Rubber matting installed within gaps of knee rail fencing 

Sue Nias 

Assistant Clerk 

23rd February 2023 
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ITEM 11 

TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 

2ND MARCH 2023 

 

 

Provision of Drinking Water 

Members are asked to reconsider the provision of a water fountain for users of Hunter Park.   

From time to time the Council receive requests for drinking water to be available at the park,  and 

had been previously considered at Recreation Committee meetings without resolution.   

Consideration should be given to the ongoing cost of the provision of a water fountain, including 

cleaning and water usage, plus the additional outlet would need to be included in the weekly flush to 

comply with the Legionella policy.  During freezing conditions, the fountain would need to be isolated 

and drained down to prevent damage to the valve and pipework.  (This is also the case with the 

existing tap for dogs) 

Costs of a water fountain to be installed on the Pavilion wall have been researched, all options the 

water only flows when the button is depressed.  All costs, exclusive of installation: 

Option A: 

Stainless steel drinking fountain with bottle filler.   

£169 + VAT 
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Option B: 

Stainless steel fountain with Bubbler valve tap.   

£159 + VAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the committee is minded to approve the purchase, it can be done so using funds in the playground 

maintenance budget.  

 

Sue Nias 

Assistant Clerk 

22nd February 2023 
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ITEM 12 

TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 

2ND MARCH 2023 

 

 

 

Sensory Equipment at Hunter Park 

At the last meeting of the Recreation Committee on 20th October 2022, Members requested the 

Assistant Clerk to obtain quotes for musical items, finger maze and tic tac toe.  Below are quotations 

received for consideration. 

Contractor A 

Warranty: 12 months parts and labour warranty.  10 year timber guarantee – product is pressure 

treated and guaranteed against structural failure due to timber rot or insect attack for a period of up 

to 10 years.  Within 12 months of delivery, timbers would be replaced/repaired.  Years 2-10 will be 

replaced on an “ex-works” basis 

 

Finger Maze £635 + VAT incl delivery 

 

A variety of textures and colours ensure a 

sensory experience whilst developing motor 

skills.   

Width 1.5m x height 0.6m 

Various themes available: 

Beehive, Harvest, Ocean, Woodland, Wildlife, 

Tree, Heathland 
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Contractor B: 

Guarantees: These items are guaranteed for 1 year for any defect or manufacturing fault.  Delivery 

charge of £80. 

Tic-Tac-Toe £610 + VAT 

Width 0.89m x height 0.954m 

height incl posts 1.545m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow Beat £795 + VAT 
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Rainbow Chimes £1,375 + VAT 
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Contractor C: 

Guarantees: The timber posts where used have a 15 year guarantee against rot, infestation and 

excessive splitting.  The HDPE plastic has a 10 year guarantee.  Delivery charge of £180 though this is 

quoted for all 3 items so may be less if only ordering 1 or 2 items. 

Tic-Tac-Toe £611.15 +VAT 

width 0.8m x height 0.6m 

Supplied with timber posts and fixings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tube Glockenspiel £1,123.70 +VAT 

width 1.1m x height 1.2m 

Supplied with timber posts and fixings 
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Bongos £1,211.25 +VAT 

Width 1.1m x height 1.2m 

Supplied with timber posts and fixings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow Sambas E1,690.00 +VAT 

Supplied with fixings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Nias 

Assistant Clerk 

23rd February 2023 
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ITEM 15 

TWYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 

2ND MARCH 2023 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Allotment Users 

16th November 2022 

7.30pm at the Pavilion, Hunter Park, Twyford 

 

Allotment users present Councillors present In attendance 

Richard Crowfoot Cllr S Pullen  Sue Merritt, Assistant Clerk 

John Timms Cllr J Pain  

Annette Ainsworth   

John Ainsworth   

Julie Ireland   

Cat Molesworth   

David Lea   

John Gavin   

Ingrid Percival   

 

Apologies 

Apologies were received from Ronnie Cloke-Brown, Julia Steward, Martin Locke and Hannah de 

Merode. 

Welcome 

Cllr Steve Pullen, Chairman of the Recreation Committee, welcomed everyone to the meeting and 

said how tidy and well-kept the allotments were this year and that the season had looked to be 

productive.  It was generally agreed that most plots had been improved over the last two years.  

David Lea thanked the Parish Council for their work with the management of the allotments 

including some of the manual work they had undertaken. 

Maintenance Levy 

The Assistant Clerk advised that Greensmiles had carried out 4 cuts to the main paths leaving £180 

remaining out of the £300 maintenance levy pot for this year.  David Lea said that he had continued 

to strim the nettles around the bonfire area; Assistant Clerk to liaise with Greensmiles to obtain 

dates of cuts in advance and advise David.   

The payment of the maintenance levy was discussed, and users said they were happy to pay the levy 

next year and build a reserve of funds for future use.  Users did not feel there were any further 

maintenance issues in the immediate future and to continue with the strimming of paths and 

surrounding the bonfire area next season.  It was suggested that a future use of the maintenance 

levy might be replacement water butts, though not needed yet. 
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The tenant of plot 5 requested an edge to be put along her plot separating it from the bonfire area 

as discussed at the last meeting of allotment users.  The Assistant Clerk advised that the matter was 

debated at a meeting of the Recreation Committee.  Post meeting note:  at a meeting of the 

Recreation Committee on 17th March 2022, Members resolved not to go ahead with the work due to 

costings and that it would still require ongoing maintenance to prevent the nettles returning.   

Tenants agreed that the provision of a skip was not needed, as the 3 skips last year had been well-

utilised.   

Portaloo 

Users welcomed the provision of a portaloo and said it meant they could spend longer periods of 

time working on their plots without having to return home.  Cllr Pullen said that the portaloo trial 

was a success and that it would be provided for a longer period next year from Easter until the end 

of October.   

Plots / Waiting list 

The Assistant Clerk advised there were currently 12 residents on the waiting list.  One tenant 

requested a waiting list be created for current plot holders who might want a larger plot.  To be 

raised at the next meeting of the Recreation Committee. 

The meeting closed at 8.00pm. 
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